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Verily All praise belongs to Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and we
send Salaat and Salaam upon the Messenger of Allah, His Family,
Companions, and those who befriend him.

To Proceed:

The favours of Allah# upon His slaves are many. In fact, they are too many
to count or enumerate. Allah¥ says:

A d

,’li};:ﬂ\ /\LQ);;‘-Y aus\u.»).\_;uu\)}
“...and were you to count the favours and blessings of Alldh,

never would you be able to enumerate them; verily, man is

indeed an extreme wrong doer, an extreme ingrate.”
(Ibraaheem 14:34)

All of these favours are from Allah. Allahs
i J»T;.; Lo }Li} ¥
“Whatever blessings and favours you have are from Alléh.”
(An-Nahl 16:53)

says:

The most excellent and exalted of these favours is the blessing of Islam.
Allah has perfected, completed, and chosen Islam as our religion.

{u,”’ 180 Zass i 80 2231 58 3 28T

“This day, | have perfected for you your religion, completed my
favour and blessing upon you, and chosen Isldm as your
religion.”

(Al-Maa’idah 5:3)

{\f@wh” ¥

“.. so that you became, by His favour and blessing, brethren (in
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Islam).”
(Aal-‘Imraan 3:103)

i.e. the favour and blessing of Islam.

Allah 4

says:
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“Remember Allah’'s favours and blessings upon you (i.e. Isldm),
and that which He sent down to you of the Book (i.e. the Qur'dn)
and Al-Hikmah (the Prophet's Sunna) wherewith He instructs

you. Fear Alldh, and know that Alldgh is Omniscient.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:231)

Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudrees: narrated that Mu aawiyah: came upon a group
in the mosque. He said, “What makes you sit here?” They said, “We sit and
mention Allah.” He said, “I adjure you by Alléh, is this the only reason you
have for sitting here?” “By Alldh,” they said, “We sat for no other reason.”
He said (to them), “It was not because of any suspicion that | adjured you;
no one that held my status with AllGh's Messenger# narrates as few
hadiths as I. The Messenger of Allah# once went out to a group of his
Companions and said, “What makes you sit here?” They said: “We sit,
remember Alléh, and praise Him for having guided us to Isldm and favoured
us with it.” He said, “I adjure you by Alldh, is this the only reason you have
for sitting here?” “By AllGh,” they said, “We sit for no other reason.” He said
(to them), “I did not adjure you because of any suspicion against you,
rather, because Jibreel came to me and informed me that Allah4s proudly
displays you to the angels.”"

! Narrated by Muslim, (2701).
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The relevant excerpt from this hadith is: “favoured us,” i.e. blessed and
graced us.

Allah¥# says,

»

§ AT A }
“Truly, the true religion with Alldh is Islam.”
(Aal-'Imraan 3:19)

Islam is the true religion, for the first (of mankind) and the last, for the
whole of Allah’s creation. It is what all the prophets and messengers called
to, even if their laws and ways differed, as Allah#s has stated:
e s R EE Ky
“To each among you We have prescribed a law and a clear way.”
(Al-Maa’idah 5:48)

Nooh (Noah) =5 said,

=4S
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“and | have been commanded to be one of the Muslims (those

who submit to Alldh's will)."
(Yunus 10:72)

Allah¥# said about Ibraheem (Abraham) $&8):

“When his Lord said to him, ‘Submit (i.e. be a Muslim).” He
said, ‘| have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of
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the '‘Alameen (mankind, jinns and all that exists).

And Ibrédheem (Abraham) enjoined this (submission to Allah
in Islam) upon his sons as did Ya'qib (Jacob), (saying), ‘O
My sons, Alldh has chosen for you the (true) religion, then
die not except as Muslims (upon the faith of Isldm).”

Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya'qiib
(Jacob) when he said unto his sons, ‘What will you worship
after me?’ They said, ‘We shall worship your god (Alléh)
and the god of your fathers, Ibradhim (Abraham), Ismé'il
(Ishmael), Is-haq (Isaac), one god, and to Him we submit (in
Islém).”

(Al-Bagarah 2:131-133)

{ Gl
“My Lord, You have indeed bestowed on me
sovereignty and taught me the interpretation of
dreams. Creator of the heavens and the earth, You
are my Wali (Protector, helper, Supporter, Guardian,
etc.) in this world and in the hereafter. Cause me to
die as a Muslim (one submitting to Your will) and join

me with the righteous.”
(YGsuf 12:101)

Allah#s says,
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“Indeed it was We Who did send down the Torah to
Misa (Moses); therein was guidance and light by
which the Prophets, who submitted themselves to

Allah's will judged the Jews.”
(Al-Maa’idah 5:44)

4 says,

{ omz A AR KT Y PO A ROV I (Fhe e ¥
“And when | (Allah) put in the hearts of the disciples

[of Eesaa (Jesus)] to believe in Me and My

messenger, they said, ‘We do believe; bear You

witness that we are Muslims.”
(Al-Maa’idah 5:111)

{ aubd &y 6 L5 A 2 b Al r“(‘" 5 05050 65 %
“And Miisa (Moses) said, ‘O my people, if you have
believed in Alldh, then put your trust in Him if you are

Muslims.”
(Yunus 10:84)

Pharoah’s sorcerers (after repenting and believing) said,
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Muslims.”
(Al-A’raaf 7:126)

Suleiman (Solomon) 3«8 said,

}9/& A7 20 3%

§ Sl ailol i ,\z S ER]EA 36 %
“O chiefs, which of you can bring me her (the Queen of Sheba’s)

throne before they come to me as Muslims.”
(An-Naml 27:38)
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Allah%s goes on to say,

PENNAL AT K[ P T AR
“When she came it was said to her, ‘Is your throne like
this?’ She said, ‘It is as though it were the very same.’

Suleiman (Solomon) said, ‘Knowledge has been
bestowed upon us before her and we were Muslims

(submitted to Alldgh).”
(An-Naml 27:42)

The Queen of Sheba said,

§ oA A CALE LB s EGT
“My Lord, | have wronged myself and | submit myself
(in Islam) together with Suleiman (Solomon) to the
Lord of Al-'Aalameen (mankind, jinns, and all that
exists).”

(An-Naml 27:44)

Allah%s says,
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“Those to whom We gave the Scripture [i.e. the Torah
and the Injeel (Gospel), etc.] before it, - they believe in
it (the Qur'an).

“And when it is recited to them, they say: ‘We believe
in it. Verily, it is the Truth from our Lord. Indeed even
before it we have been from those who submit
themselves to Alléh (in Isldm) as Muslims.
“They will be given their reward twice over, because
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they are patient, and repel evil with good, and spend

(in charity) out of what We have provided them.”
(Al-Qasas 28:52-54)

Allah#¥s said to the seal of the prophets and the leader of mankind,
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“Say (O Muhammad): ‘Verily, my Salat (prayer), my
sacrifice, my life, and my death are for Allagh, the Lord
of the '‘Alameen (mankind, jinns and All that exists).

He has no partner; this | have been commanded, and |

am the first of the Muslims."
(Al-An"aam 6:162-163)

And He¥ says,

Aoz s eamesss o S
{ B (ullTTE 5 ¥
“It is He that named you Muslims aforetime.”
(Al-Hajj 22:78)

It has been narrated in the hadith of Al-Haarith Al-Ash’aree: that the
Prophet:® said, “Whoever calls to the way of pre-Islamic ignorance, will be
from the coals (fuel) of hell.” A man said, “O Messenger of AllGh, even if he
performs saldt and fasts?” The Messenger of Allahi: said, “even if he
performs saldt and fasts; so call to the way of Alldh who named you
Muslims, Believers, and Slaves of AllGh.”?

Abu Hureirah« narrated that the Prophets® said, “The prophets are children
- and in another narration - brothers from fellow-wives; they have different
mothers but their religion is one.”?

% Narrated by Tirmithee (2863), Ahmad, and others; this is an authentic narration.
® Narrated by Bukhaaree (3442, 3443) and Muslim (2365).

9]



[slam, the Greatest of Blessings, and its Opposite, the Greatest
Loss

Fellow wives are co-wives’. The hadith means that their religion is one (i.e.
Islam) and they are in unison regarding the fundamentals of singling Allah
out for worship and differ only in their laws and ways as stated by Allah &:

{ BGLsiss S Us Kiy
“To each among you We have prescrlbed a law and a clear way.”
(Al-Maa’idah 5:48)

Ibn "Abbaas: explained “law and clear way” to mean “path and tradition or
example of the Prophet” However, the law given unto our Prophet
Muhammads® abrogates all the previous laws. It is obligatory to follow it,
and it is impermissible to follow the desires of those who know not. Allah¥s
has said,

o 1 650 SN T LB Q6 TG i
§ OIS0 S O s Sl 3 G2 A5 DS 1
“Then we put you (O Muhammad) on a plain way of
(Our) Commandment [like the one which We
commanded Our Messengers before you] so follow
that, and follow not the desires of those who know
not.
Verily, they can be of no avail to you against Allah,
and verily, the wrong-doers are allies of one another,
but Alléh is the Walee (Helper, Protector, Ally) of the

pious.”
(Al-Jaathiyah 45: 18-19)

\\lv\
Cé-
i .

Ibn Katheer commented in his exegesis of Surah Al-Maa’idah, verse 48,

“But Allah, Most High, gave unto every Prophet his own distinct
law which would later be partially or totally abrogated by the

* (i.e. in a polygynous marriage)
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law of a subsequent Prophet. All previous laws were abrogated
by the Law that AllGh sent with Muhammad & His servant and
Messenger, whom Alldh sent to all the people of earth as the
Final Prophet.”

Amongst the proofs for this is Allah’sds statement,

{ o | 185 5 OGS 3
“Say (O Muhammad): ‘O mankind, verily | am sent to you all as

the Messenger of Alléh.”
(Al-A'raaf 7: 158)

z - 4
s o~
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“And We have not sent you (O Muhammad) except as a

giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind, but most

of mankind know not.”
(Saba’ 34: 28)

{ &n j Alj ;;.; {7\b A }
“And We have sent you (O Muhammad) only as a mercy for the

‘Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists).”
(Al-Anbiyaa’ 21: 107)

Jaabir«: reported that the Prophets® said:

“I have been given five things which were not given to any of the Prophets
before me...” He then mentioned, “...Every Prophet was sent exclusively to
his nation, but | have been sent to the whole of mankind.””

> Narrated by Bukhaaree (438) and Muslim (521).
1|
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Muslim reported (153), on the authority of Abu Hureirah«# that the
Messenger of Allah# said:

“By Him in whose hand is the life of Muhammad, there is none
amongst the Jews or Christians that hears about me then dies
not having believed in that with which | have been sent, but
shall be one of the denizens of Hell-Fire.”

Alilviv v i) 1ALAGARLA U VAL 1 l"w“bw AL Uil CAAL UL ViLAS
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Allah 45 says,
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“And (remember) when Alldh took the Covenant of
the Prophets, saying: ‘Take whatever | gave you from
the Book and Hikmah (understanding of the laws of
Alldh, etc.), and afterwards there will come to you a
messenger (Muhammad) confirming what is with you;
you must then believe in him and succour him.” Alléh
said: ‘Do you agree (to it) and will you take up My
covenant (which | conclude with you)?’ They said: ‘We
agree.” He said: ‘Then bear witness and | am with you

among the witnesses (for this).”
(Aal -'Imraan 3:81)
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Bukhaaree and Muslim reported, on the authority of Abu Hureirah«, that
the Messenger of Allah# said,

“By He whose hand my soul is in, 'Eesaa ibn Maryam (Jesus son
of Mary) is about to descend amongst you as a just ruler. He
shall break the cross...”

**(An-Nawawee commented in his exposition of Muslim:

“Ruler” means that he will descend, not with his own message
and abrogating laws, rather, he shall rule according to this
sharia and be one of the rulers of this ummah (the Muslims).”

Al-Haafith, in “Fat-hul Baaree”, made a similar explanation.)

The hadith of Abu Hureirah& is further proof; he said that the Messenger
of Allah# said,

“How will you be when the son of Maryam (Mary) (i.e. ‘Eesaa (Jesus))
descends amongst you and judges by the Law of the Qur’an (and not by the
law of the Gospel).” °

It has been narrated in Muslim (156): On the authority of Jaabir:, that he
heard the Prophet#: say,

“Eesaa ibn Maryam (Jesus son of Mary) will descend (upon the

® (Agreed upon.)
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Muslims) and their emir will say, ‘Come and lead us in saldt,
but ‘Eesaa will reply, ‘No, you are to lead yourselves,” as an
honour from Alléh to this ummah (the Muslims).”

Al-Haafith reported in “Fat-hul-baaree”, that Ibn At-Teen explained:

“The meaning of his statement, ‘you are to lead yourselves’ is
that the sharia of Muhammad shall remain valid until the Day

of Resurrection and that every era will have its people of
knowledge.”

At-Tabaraanee reported, in “Al-Awsat”, on the authority of "Abdullah ibn
Mughaffal«, that the Messenger of Allah#z said,

“Then ‘Eesaa ibn Maryam (Jesus son of Mary) will descend,
confirming Muhammad and following his religion, a rightly
guided leader and a just ruler who will kill the Dajjaal
(Antichrist).”

This chain of narration is hasan.

The Qur’aan that was sent down upon Muhammad# was sent down with
truth, corroborates the scripture that preceded it, and is a trustworthy
authority over it, as stated by Allah¥s

{ G Bl 5l 5K f WA B3 JESH A5G §
“And we have sent down to you (O Muhammad) the
Book (this Qur'dn) in truth, confirming the Scripture

that came before it and Muhayminan (as a
trustworthy judge and witness) over it (old

Scriptures).”
(Al-Maa’idah 5: 48)
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It is composed of three levels: Islam (submission), Eemaan (faith), and
lhsaan (excellence in worship). Individually, however, each level can be
used to refer to Islam as a whole.

The level of Islam consists of five pillars, the level of eemaan (faith), of six
pillars’, and the level of ihsaan, of one single pillar. The total number of
pillars then, is eleven. They are all mentioned in the well-known “Hadith of
Jibreel” as reported by Muslim, on the authority of ‘Umar ibn Al-
Khattaab«:, that Jibreel asked the Propheti: about Islam. The Prophets
answered:

“Isldm is that you testify that nothing has the right to be
worshipped other than AllGh and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Alldh, and that you establish the prayer, fast (the
month of) Ramadhdn, and perform Hajj to the House (in
Mecca) if able to do so.”

He also asked him about eemaan (faith) and he answered:

“It is that you believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, His
Messengers, the Last Day and believe in the (divine) pre-
decree, be it good or bad.”

He asked him about ihsaan (excellency of worship), to which he answered:

“It is that you worship Alldah as though you see Him and if you do not see
Him, then He certainly sees you.”

At the end of the hadith the Prophet:z said, “That was Jibreel who came to

" Otherwise referred to in English as articles of faith.
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teach you your religion.”

The like of this was narrated by Abu Hureirah« in “Bukhaaree” (50) and
“Muslim” (9).

The Prophet# said in a hadith narrated by lbn "Umar.é:

“Islam is built upon five (pillars): Testimony that nothing has

the right to be worshipped but Alléh and that Muhammad is

the Messenger of AllGh, establishing the saldt, giving zakat,
performing Hajj, and the fast of Ramadhén.®”

AW Av AAASVWALAANRN S AANS “l’vll V'VAJ AA BAJALAALAL OV ALAA Y W
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They remained unblemished (in their religion), as stated by the Prophetsz,
“This Ummah of yours (the Muslims) has had its well-being granted to it in
its early days; its latter days shall be smitten with trials and affairs which
you shall denounce.”” The aforementioned ‘well-being’ includes their
hearts, tongues, understanding, intentions and deen (religion).

It has been narrated on the authority of "Abdullah ibn Mas ood: that he
said,

“Verily, Allah looked into the hearts of His slaves and saw the
heart of Muhammadi: to be the best of hearts, so He chose
him for Himself and sent him with His message. He then looked
into the hearts of His slaves after Muhammad, and found the
best of them to be the hearts of the Companions of

® Narrated by Bukhaaree (8) and Muslim (16).
° Narrated by Muslim (1844) on the authority of “Abdullah ibn “Amr.
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Muhammad, so He appointed them helpers to His Prophet to
fight for his religion; so whatever the Muslims consider good is
considered good by AllGh, and whatever the Muslims consider
bad is considered bad by Allgh.*”

** The context here clearly lends itself to the definite article in his
statement, “so whatever the Muslims consider good...” making specific
reference to the Companions (of Muhammad#z). This hadith then refers
specifically to the consensus of the Companions and in no way includes the
consensus of others, much less the mere hypotheses of a limited few.
Moreover, the hadith is the statement of a Companion, not of the
Propheti himself, as stated by As-Sindee in “Haashiyat Al-Musnad” (6/85)
and (as is apparent) in the chapter heading for “Chapter treating of
consensus” in “Kashf Al-Astaar” (1/81) by Al-Haythamee and “Majma" Az-
Zawaa’id” (1/177).

So it is in no way a proof for those who condone innovation. All innovations
are deviations as stated by the Propheti, “Every innovation is a deviation.”

Allah¥s praises the Companions profusely both in the Qur‘aan and on the
tongue of His Prophet#z.

By way of illustration:

A . 20 e e AN
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“Not equal among you are those who spent and
fought before the conquest (of Makkah) (to those
among you who did so later); such are higher in
degree than those who spent and fought afterwards,

but to all Alléh has promised the best (reward).”
(Al-Hadeed 57:10)

1% Narrated by Ahmad and others with a hasan chain of narration.
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Allah% made them a general promise of ‘the best reward’. The best reward
is nothing but Jannah (Paradise).

Allah¥s says,
455 i 280 s sl A0 LN 6l 2 ST 216y
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“And the foremost in embracing Isldm of the
Muhdjiriin (those who migrated from Makkah to Al-
Madinah) and the Ansar (the citizens of Al-Madinah
who helped and gave aid to the Muhdjiriin) and also
those who followed them exactly (in faith), Alléh is
well-pleased with them and they are well-pleased
with Him. He has prepared for them gardens (of
Paradise) under which (the overhanging branches of
which) rivers flow, to dwell therein forever; that is the

supreme success.”
(At-Tawbah 9:100)

Allahds informs us that He is pleased with the aforementioned ‘foremost’
and those that follow them in faith, be they in temporal proximity to them
or not. He has prepared for them gardens (of Paradise). This shows that
they are adherents of the truth and that those that are in opposition to
them are adherents of falsehood and error.

Allah¥s says,

PR Riivdwy
“What else can there be, after the truth, save error?”
(Yunus 10:32)

Ibn Taymiyyah said,
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“He is pleased, until the Day of Resurrection, with those that
follow those who were foremost. This shows that whoever
follows them is engaged in an action that is pleasing to AllGh,
and AllGh is pleased only by truth, not falsehood.”**

Allah#s says,
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“Muhammad is the Messenger of Alléh, and those
who are with him are severe against the disbelievers,
and merciful among themselves. You see them
bowing and falling down prostrate (in prayer),
seeking bounty from Allah and (His) good pleasure.
Their marks (i.e. of their Faith) are on their faces
(foreheads) from the traces of prostration (during
prayers). This is their description in the Torah; their
description in the Injeel (Gospel) is that of a (sown)
seed which sends forth its shoot, then makes it strong.
It then thickens, and stands straight on its stem,
delighting the sowers (thus did He make them) that
He may enrage the disbelievers with them. Allah has
promised those among them who believe and do
righteous good deeds, forgiveness and a great reward
(i.e. Paradise).”

11 “Majmoo” Al-Fataawa” (19/ 178)
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(Al-Fat-h 48:29)
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The Prophet# said,

“The stars are a source of security for the sky™’; when the stars
disappear, the evil which it has been promised shall befall it. |
am a source of safety and security to my Companions; when |
go, the evil which (my Companions) have been promised shall
befall them. My Companions are a source of security for the
Ummah (i.e. the rest of the Muslims); when they go, the evil
which my Ummah have been promised shall befall them.”

(Narrated by Muslim, on the authority of Abu Moosa Al-Ash’aree.:.)

Imam Nawawee explained in his exposition of “Saheeh Muslim”, saying:

“The meaning of the Prophet’s# statement, ‘My Companions
are a source of security for the Ummah; when they go there
shall befall my Ummah that which they have been promised,’
refers to the advent of innovations, tribulations and turmoil in
the religion, the appearance of Shaytaan’s (Satan’s) horn, the
triumphing of the Romans against them and the violation of
Makkah and Al-Madinah etc. These are all from his signs.”

45 says,

12 That is, as long as the stars remain, then the sky will also remain, but the scattering of the stars (on
Judgement Day) will herald the waning and splitting asunder of the sky.
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“You are the best of peoples ever raised up for
mankind; you enjoin the good, forbid the evil, and
believe in Alldh. Were the people of the Scripture

(Jews and Christians) to believe, it would be better for
them; among them are some who have faith (in the
Qur’an), but most of them are rebellious (against

Allah's commands).”
(Aal-‘Imraan 3:110)

The Companions are the first to whom this verse is applicable.

The Prophetiz said, “The best of people are my generation, then those that
follow them, then those that follow them...">” For this reason Alldh made
faith like unto theirs a prerequisite for attaining guidance.

He¥ says,
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“So if they believe in the like of that which you believe, then
they are rightly guided.”

He then mentions that whosoever turns away from their path will be in
opposition - that is, in opposition to the truth and its adherents. He says, in
completion of the previous verse,

13 Narrated by Bukhaaree (2652, 3651, 6429) and Muslim (2533).
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“but if they turn away, then they are only in opposition, so
Allah will suffice you against them. He is the All-Hearer,

the All-Knower.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:137)

Allah¥g also says,
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“And whosoever contradicts and opposes the
Messenger (Muhammad) after the right path has
been shown clearly to him, and follows other than the
way of the believers, We shall leave him to that which
he has chosen, and burn him in Hell - what an evil

destination.”
(An-Nisaa’ 4: 115)

\é ANZWZ S A 72

1his verse 1S a dire warning to wnoever 1oi1lows
a pati other than that o1 the Companion S
may Allah be pleased with them
Allah¥s says,
{40550 6
“..follow the path of those who turn to Me in repentance and

obedience.”
(Lugmaan 38: 15)
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So whoever strictly adheres to the path of the Propheti# and his
Companions and is upon the likes of what the Messenger of Allahs2 and his
Companions were upon in creed, methodology, worship, and conduct, then,
he is from the succoured faction about which the Prophet#® said,

“A faction of my followers will remain obedient to AllGh's
orders. They shall remain unharmed by those who forsake or
oppose them, till Allah's order comes upon them while they are
still prevailing over the people.”*"

He will be from the saved sect regarding which the Prophet# said,

“This Ummah (the Muslims) shall divide into seventy three
sects, all but one shall enter the hell-fire” They said,
“Messenger of Alldh, who are they?” He said, “The jamaa ah.”

Thus was it narrated on the authority of Muaawiyah« and others. The
meaning of “jamaa’ah” is that they group upon implementation of the
Book and Sunna in accordance to the methodology of Allahd&s and His
Messenger#. This is made clear in the hadith of "Abdullah ibn "Amr ibn Al-
"Aas« in which they said, “Messenger of Alléh, who are they?” He said,

“Whoever is upon what | and my Companions are upon today.”
This hadith, despite having been narrated by Al-Afreeqee (a weak narrator),

is substantiated by other corroborative narrations. So this sect, by the
permission of Allahds, shall be safe in this world, from associating anything

1 Narrated by Bukhaaree (3641) and Muslim (1037). (This particular wording was narrated by Muslim) on
the authority of Mu aawiyah & and others.
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with Allahds in worship, innovations, and fabrications; and in the hereafter,
from the fire. We ask Allahds, by His Grace, Munificence, Beneficence, and
Excellence to make us from them.

This is a distinguishing characteristic of the Salafis, Ahlus-Sunnah wal-
Jamaa ah. They understand Islam according to the understanding of the
Companions and their righteous followers. The different sects and factions
that adhere to their desires and innovations, be it in present-day or of old,
understand Islam according to the understanding of their founder, and have
consequently misguided both themselves and others.

It has been remarked most excellently that,

“All good lies in following the predecessors
And all evil lies in the innovation of their successors.”

Fine indeed is the statement of Imam Malik,

“The latter part of this Ummah (the Muslims) shall never be rectified except
by that which rectified the first part”
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Allah¥g says,
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“It is He Who has sent his Messenger (Muhammad)
with guidance and the religion of truth (Isldm), to
make it ascendant over all religions even though the

Polytheists hate it.”
(At-Tawbah 9: 33)
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“And We have sent down to you (O Muhammad) the
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Book (this Qur'dn) in truth, confirming the Scripture
that came before it and Muhayminan (as a
trustworthy judge and witness) over it (i.e. the old

Scriptures).”
(Al-Maai’dah 5: 48)

At-Tahaawee, in “Sharh Ma anee Al-Aathaar” (3/ 257), lbn Hazm in “Al-
Muhalla” (Chapter treating of jihad: issue 939), and lbn Zanjawaih in “Al-
Amwaal”, all narrate on the authority of Hammaad ibn Zaid, from Ayyoob,
from “lkrimah, from Ibn "Abbaas« regarding a Christian or Jewish woman
embracing Islam whilst married to a Christian or Jew: he said, “They are to
be separated. Islam assumes ascendancy and is not ascended.” Narrated
with an authentic chain of narration™.

This has also been narrated directly from the Prophets® on the authority of
several Companions:

Of the proofs that show us the ascendancy and superiority of Islam is that
whoever adheres to it shall establish ascendancy and superiority. Allahds
says,
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“So do not weaken (against your enemy), nor be sad,
and you will be ascendant (in victory) if you are
indeed (true) believers.”

(Aal-"Imraan 3: 139)
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5 Abu “Ubayd narrated it in “Al-Amwaal” (327). He said, “It was narrated to me by Husheim who said, ‘I
was informed by Khaalid,” from “lkrimah, | think, from lbn "Abbaas#, who said, ‘Islam assumes
ascendancy and is not ascended.” This is an authentic chain of narration; the said Husheim is Husheim ibn
Basheer and Khaalid is the one otherwise known as “Al-Hath-thaa’ (The cobbler)”.
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“And (remember) when Allah said: "O 'Eesaa (Jesus), |
will take you and raise you unto Myself and clear you
[of the forged statement that 'Eesaa (Jesus) is Alléh's
son] of those who disbelieve, and | will make those
who follow you (who worship nothing but Alldh)
ascendant over those who disbelieve [in AllGh’s sole
right to worship, or in any of His Messengers, e.g.
Muhammad , 'lesa (Jesus), Misa (Moses), etc., or in
any of His Books, e.g. the Torah, the Injeel (Gospel),
the Qur'an] till the Day of Resurrection. Then you will
return to Me and I will judge between you in that in

which you used to differ.”
(Aal-"Imraan 3:55)

1‘/%//,”/,/ 2827 0,7 %s "0 /’»}// - .fz/ o 87 s e 28 200 577 /.1 cus
G5 a5 e T5asiomlll T ol G Gy iy GAAVASIT a8 Sl s

{ u\—/e- ;w// W e 85
“Beautified is the life of this world to those who
disbelieve and they mock those who believe, but
those who obey Alldh's orders and keep away from
what He has forbidden shall be above them on the
Day of Resurrection. And Allah bestows without limit

upon whomsoever He wills.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:212)

When Moosa (Moses)sE petitioned his Lordd to send his brother,
Haaroon (Aaron)3esl, with him as a helper and aide in his proselytization of

Fir'aun (Pharoah) and his people Allah¥ said (to him),
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“We shall strengthen your arm through your brother,
and give you both power so they shall not be able to
harm you. With Our signs, it is you two and those

who follow you that shall be the victors.”
(Al-Qasas 28:35)

Ibn “Abbaas: narrated that a man came to the Messenger of Allah# and
said, “Last night | saw in a dream an umbrageous™® cloud, dripping butter
and honey. | saw the people gathering the butter and honey in their hands;
some in plenty and others in moderation. There was a rope extending from
the earth to the sky. | saw you cling to it and ascend. Another man then
clung to it and ascended. Another man then clung to it and ascended.
Another (fourth) man then clung to it; it snapped but was re-connected.”
Abu Bakrs: said, “By Allah, Messenger of AllaGh - may my father be
ransomed for you — you must allow me to interpret this dream.” ‘Interpret
it said the Prophet#. Abu Bakrs: said, ‘The umbrageous™ cloud
symbolizes Isldm; the butter and honey dripping from it symbolize the
Qur’aan and its sweetness dripping (is its knowledge) being acquired in
plenty by some and in moderation by others. The rope extended from the
sky to the earth is the truth that you are upon; you cling to it and Alldh gives
you ascendancy by it. Another man shall then cling to it and ascend; then
another shall cling to it and ascend. Yet another shall cling to it and it shall
break but be re-connected and he shall then ascend. Messenger of AllGh,
inform me — may my father be ransomed for you — am | right or wrong?”
The Prophet# replied, “You are right in some and wrong in some.” Abu
Bakrs said, “Messenger of Allah, by Alldh, you must tell me what | was
wrong in” The Prophet# said, “Do not swear.”'® Thus was it narrated by
most of the narrators from Az-Zuhree... See “Fat-hul Baaree” by Ibn Hajar.

18 providing shade
17 See previous footnote
'8 Narrated by Bukhaaree (7046) and Muslim (2269).
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The Prophets® said:

“A group of my followers will remain obedient to AllGh's orders.
They shall remain unharmed by those who forsake or oppose
them, till Allah's order comes upon them while they are still
prevailing over the people.”*

In another narration, “A group of the Muslims shall not cease to fight upon
the Truth and be prevalent against those who are hostile to them until the
Day of Resurrection.”

Thawbaan: said that the Prophet#® said:
A group from my Ummah (the Muslims) shall continue to
prevail on the truth; they shall remain unharmed by those that

forsake them until the decree of Alldh comes and they are in
that state.”*

Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu bah: said, “l heard the Messenger of Alldh:2 say,

‘Some people from my Ummah (the Muslims) will continue to prevail over
the people until the decree of AllGh comes upon them in that state.”**

Jaabir«#: narrated that the Propheti said,

“A group of my Ummah (the Muslims) shall continue to fight for the truth, in
ascendancy, until the Day of Resurrection.”?*

19 Narrated by Bukhaaree (3641) and Muslim (1037); (this particular wording was narrated by Muslim) on
the authority of Mu aawiyah:.

0 Narrated by Muslim (1920).

2! Narrated by Muslim (1921) and Bukhaaree (3640).

%2 Narrated by Muslim (1923).
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As narrated in the hadith of Ibn "Abbaas:, who narrated that the Propheti®
said, “The most beloved of religions to Alléh is the facilitated haneefiyah
(Isldmic monotheism).”
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Allah ¥ has said,
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“He has not laid upon you in religion any hardship, it
is the religion (Islamic Monotheism) of your father

Ibraaheem (Abraham).”
(Al-Hajj 22:78)

Allah#s describes the Qur’aan by saying,
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“And we have indeed made the Qur’aan easy to
understand and remember; is there any then, that will

remember (or receive admonition)?”
(Al-Qamar 54: 17)

Bukhaaree reports in his “Saheeh”, on the authority of Abu Hureirah, that
the Prophet# said:

%% Narrated by Ahmad, Al-Bazzaar, At-Tabaraanee, and others; it has corroborative narrations which raise it
to the level of a valid proof.
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“The religion (of Islam) is easy but whoever is excessive in the
religion (of Islam) shall be overcome. So adopt a middle
accurate way (in worship), do your utmost, and receive glad
tidings (that you will be rewarded), and gain strength by
worshipping in the mornings, afternoons and some of the
night.”

Ahmad and others narrate, on the authority of Bureidah ibn Hasseeb Al-
Aslamee:# that the Messenger of Allahi2 said, “Take the middle way, for
verily, whoever is excessive in the religion shall be overcome.” (5/ 350). He
repeated, “Take the middle way” three times.”

Al-Haafith explained in “Fat-h Al-Baaree”, in his exposition of the hadith of
Abu Hureirah.:

“.. It means that whoever is excessive in his practice of the
religion shall discontinue and find himself incapable. Ibn Al-
Muneer commented:

‘This hadith contains a sign of the Prophethood. Both we and
those before us have seen that those who are excessive
discontinue (their worship). This (hadith) is not a prohibition
from doing ones utmost in worship, for that is laudable, rather,
it prohibits excessiveness, for it (eventually) leads to weariness.
It prohibits exaggeration in supererogatory acts of worship, for
it results in neglect of that which is better and in delaying
obligatory acts of worship from their prescribed time, as is the
case with one that resists sleep and prays all night then falls
into a deep slumber in the last part of the night and misses the
dawn prayer with the congregation, or in its preferred time, or
sleeps until sunrise, thereby missing it completely.” End of
quote.

The excessiveness (in worship) condemned by the Propheti® is mentioned
in the hadith of Anas ibn Maalik«: who said:
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“Three men came to the houses of the Prophet’si: wives
asking about his worship. When they were informed about it,
they considered (their own worship) insufficient and said, ‘Who
are we in comparison to the Prophetiz? His past and future sins
have been forgiven.” One of them said, ‘I shall offer the prayer
throughout the night forever” The other said, ‘I will fast
throughout the year and never break my fast.” The third said, ‘I
will shun women and never marry.” When the Messenger of
AllGhz came to them he said, ‘Are you the ones that said so-
and-so? By Allah, | am more submissive to Allah and fear Him
more than you. Yet | fast and break my fast, | sleep and also
marry women. So he who does not follow my tradition in
religion, is not from me (not one of my followers).”*

Anas« narrated that the Messenger of Allahi entered the mosque (and
found) a rope tied between two pillars. “What is this?” he asked. They said,
“It is for Zainab. She prays and when she slackens or feels tired she holds it.”
The Propheti® said, “Untie it. Let one pray as long as one feels fresh; when
one slackens or tires he should sit.”*®

There is also the hadith narrated by "Aai’shah — may Allah be pleased with
her- who said:

“The Prophet entered upon me while | had a woman in my
company. He said, ‘Who is she?’ | replied, ‘So and so; she does
not sleep at night but prays.” The Propheti® said, ‘Work deeds
within your capacity; for verily, Alléh does not get tired (of
giving rewards) but you will get tired. The most beloved
worship in the sight of Allah is that which is performed with
consistency.”*®

In another narration Muslim reported that “Aa’ishah, wife of the Prophet:z,
informed him about Hawlaa’ bint Tuwait ibn Habeeb ibn Asad ibn "Abdil-

2 Reported by Bukhaaree (5063) and Muslim (1401).
% Reported by Muslim (784).
%8 Narrated by Bukhaaree (43) and Muslim (785) (This particular wording was reported by Muslim).
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"Uzzaa. Hawlaa’ passed by while the Propheti& was with her. She said,
“This is Hawlaa’ bint Tuwait. They say she does not sleep at night.” He said,
“She does not sleep at night? Take upon yourselves deeds within your
capacity; for verily, Alldh does not tire (of giving rewards) but you may tire
(of worshipping Him).”

There is also the hadith narrated by Abu Hureirah:: from the Messenger of
Allah# who said,

“If any of you stands at night in prayer and finds that he is unable to recite
the Qur’an and knows not what he is saying, let him lie down.”*’
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1. By adding to that which is (Islamically) prescribed.

By burdening oneself with more than one is capable of.

3. By overemphasizing the importance of a certain act of worship so
that it leads to neglect of that which is more important, as has been
said (in the dictum), ‘Whoever is busied by the mandatory from
performing the supererogatory is exculpated, but whoever is busied
by the supererogatory from performing the mandatory is deluded.” *®

4. By elevating the permissible to the level of recommendable or
mandatory.

5. By elevating the recommendable to the level of mandatory.

6. By making that which is permissible disliked or haram.

[

%" Reported by Muslim (787).

% From «giiall Jbe N cppladl sli ) & cue ¥1» “Al-Arba’een fi Irshad As-Saa’ireen ila Manaazil Al-
Muttageen™, by Abul-Futooh, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn "Ali At-Taa’ee (475 — 555 H). Ath-
Thahabee said about him, in his biography, in “Siyar A'laam An-Nubalaa’”’, “The righteous sheikh, imam,
admonisher, and scholar of hadith...”
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7. By making the disliked haram.
Sheikh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said in “Igtidhaa’ As-Siraat Al-Mustageem”:

“Excessiveness may assume the form of taking acts of worship
that are neither mandatory nor desirable to be mandatory or
desirable, or by taking things that are neither haram nor
undesirable, but permissible and good, to be haram or
undesirable.”
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Allah 4 has said,
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“So hold you (O Muhammad) fast to that which is
revealed to you; verily, you are on a straight path.

And verily, this (the Qur'dn) is indeed a reminder for
you (O Muhammad) and your people (Quraish people,
or your followers), and you will be questioned (about
it).”
(Az-Zukhruf 43:43-44)

This is the quintessence of righteousness, the reward of which Allah does
not suffer go to waste. As Heds has stated,
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“And as to those who hold fast to the Book (i.e. act on
its teachings) and perform As-Saldt, certainly, we shall
never waste the reward of those who do righteous
deeds.”
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(Al-A'raaf 7:170)
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Allah % says,
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“(it was said to Zakariyya’s son): ‘O Yahyaa (John),

hold fast the Scripture (Torah),” and we gave him

wisdom while yet a child.”
(Maryam 19:12)

Allah¥ said, regarding Moosa (Moses)3<8,
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“And We wrote for him on the tablets the lesson to be
drawn from all things and the explanation of all
things (and said): ‘hold unto these with firmness and
enjoin your people to take the best of that therein. |
shall show you the abode of those disobedient to

Allah.”
(Al-A’raaf 7:145)

Allahz2 also says,

§ 5555 K0 4 G830 555 B ThLAL )
“(O Children of Israel,): Hold fast to that which We
have given you, and remember that which is therein
that you may become pious.”
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(Al-Bagarah 2:63)
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“(O Children of Israel,): (remember) when We took
your covenant and raised above you the mount
(saying), ‘Hold firmly to what We have given you and

hear (Our Word).”
(Al-Bagarah 2:93)

The Prophet# said:

“Hold fast to my Sunna and the Sunna of the rightly guided
Caliphs who shall succeed me. Bite on to it with your molars.
And beware of new dffairs (in religion), for verily, every

innovation is a deviation.”

(This narration is authentic and reported by Tirmithee and others on the
authority of Al-"Irbaadh ibn Saariyah..)
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as stated in the aforementioned hadith of "Aa’ishah and in the following

statement of Allahd¥g,

4
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“Keep your duty to Alléh and fear Him as much as you can.
(At-Taghaabun 64:16)
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This is the middle accurate way that we have been ordered to adopt in the
aforementioned hadith of Abu Hureirah:4.

It is not, however, permissible to be remiss in implementing the Sharia
proofs under the pretext of “easiness” or “facilitation”. Amongst the proofs
regarding Islam’s facilitation is the aforementioned hadith of "Abdullah ibn
"Abbaas:.
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Allah 45 says,
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“And who can be better in religion than one who
submits his face (himself) to Alléh (in Islém) and is a

doer of good”
(An-Nisaa’ 4:125)

Ibn Taymiyyah commented in his Qur’anic explanation:

“Allah negates that any religion should be better than this
religion and contests any who would affirm the existence of a
religion better than it, for this is an interrogative
disapprobation. It is a prohibitive and condemnatory
disapprobation upon anyone who would consider any religion
better than this one.”
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Whoever Allahds wants good for, He will bring Islam to him. It has been
narrated in hadiths, “Whose Isldm is the best?” and “What sort of deeds (or
what qualities) of Islém are good?”, such as in the hadith of "Abdullah ibn
Al-"Aas ibn "Amrs wherein a man asked the Prophets®, “What is the best of
Islém?” He replied, “To feed (the poor) and greet (with salaam) those you
know and those you do not know.”?’

**(The meaning here is, “What are the best virtues in Islam?”)

In the hadith of Abu Moosa Al-Ash’aree#: some people asked the
Messenger of Allahs#, ‘what is the best in Islam?’ He replied, ‘He whose
hands and tongue the Muslims are safe from.”>°

** (Al-Haafith explained in “Fat-hul Baaree”:

“Islém is singular, and ‘which’ (in Arabic grammar) only refers
to plurals. The explanation is that part of the phrase has been
omitted. Its implied meaning is, ‘Which is the best (of virtues)
amongst the adherents of Isldm?’ This is corroborated by the
narration reported by Muslim, ‘Which of the Muslims are
best?”)

There is also the hadith of "Abdullah ibn "Amr ibn Al-'Aas«#: that a man
asked the Messenger of Allah#, “Which of the Muslims are best?” He
replied, “He whose tongue and hands the Muslims are safe from.”*!

% Reported by Bukhaaree (12) and Muslim (39).
% Reported by Bukhaaree (11) and Muslim (42).
%! Reported by Muslim (40).
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Abu Hureirah«: narrated that the Prophet#® said:

“Faith consists of sixty odd branches; the uppermost is to state

that nothing has the right to be worshipped but Alldh and the

lowermost is the removal of anything harmful from the path.”
(Agreed upon)

Imam Ahmad reported on the authority of Kurz ibn ‘Algamah Al-
Khuzaa'ee«, that a man asked, “Messenger of Allah, will Islam know an
end? The Messenger of Allah#z replied, “Any house Alléh wants good for, be
they Arabs or Non-Arabs, AllGh shall place Isladm into their midst.” He asked,
“Then what?” The Prophet# said, “Then there shall be tribulations like unto
umbrageous32 clouds.” He said, “No, by Allah, it shall not be, if He wills.”
“Yes, indeed, you shall then lapse, becoming like unto black snakes rearing
their heads, smiting one another’s necks.”

These evidences and others of their likes are also proof against those
deviants that divide religious issues into inconsequentialities and essentials.

L1110 1 CIIgliUlL UL 1014diil 1o Upliglit diliu ol diglit
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Allah 45 orders His Prophet #,
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“Say (O Muhammad ):‘Truly, my Lord has guided me
to a straight path, a right religion, the religion of
Ibrahim (Abraham), Haneef [i.e. the true Isldmic

Monotheism] and he was not of the Polytheists."
(Al-An*aam 6:161)

% providing shade
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“And verily, this (i.e. Allah's Commandments) is My
straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other)
paths, for they will separate you away from His path;
this He has ordained for you that you may become
pious.”

(Al-An“aam 6:153)

"Abdullah ibn Mas ood:# reported that the Messenger of Allah# traced a
line with his hand then said:

“This is Allah’s straight path.” He then traced lines to the right
and left and said, “These are the (other) paths; there is not one
of them except there is a shaytaan (devil) on it calling to
himself” He then recited, “And verily, this (i.e. Alldh's
Commandment) is My straight path, so follow it, and follow not
(other) paths...” *

In Surah Al-Fatihah Allah¥s says,

i Fa...s\ ISV
“Guide us to the straight way.”
(Al-Fatihah 1: 6)
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An-Nawwaas ibn Sam'aan Al-Ansaaree:#: narrated that the Messenger of
Allah# said:

% Reported by Ahmad and Al-Haakim with an authentic chain of narration.
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“Allah sets forth a parable of a straight path; on either side of
the path there is a wall with unlocked doors covered by drapes.
On the gate of the path there is a caller calling, ‘O people, enter
the path and do not halt’. Whenever a person wishes to open a
door a caller above the path calls, ‘Woe to you, do not open it,
for if you open it you shall enter it.” The path is Isldm, the two
walls are the limits set by Alldh, and the unlocked doors are
that which Allah has forbidden. The caller at the head of the
path is the Book of Allah and the caller above the path is an

admonisher (guardian angel) from Allgh to the heart of every
»34

Muslim.
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Allah % says,
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“It is He who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad)
with guidance and the religion of truth (Isldm), to
make it ascendant over all religions, even though the

Polytheists hate (it).”
(At-Tawbah 9:33 and As-Saff 61:9)

§ Vgl 5 SR 06 37 B 33 s 06300 20,25 3t s 58
“He it is who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad)
with guidance and the religion of truth (Islam), that
He may make it (Islam) ascendant over all religions

and All-Sufficient is Allah as a witness.”

¥ Reported by Ahmad (3/ 182), At-Tabaree, and others, and is an authentic narration.
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(Al-Fath 48:28)
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“But those who believe, work good deeds, and believe
in that which has been sent down to Muhammad - for

it is the truth from their Lord - He will expiate their
sins, and make good their condition. That is because

those who disbelieve follow falsehood, while those

who believe follow the truth from their Lord.”
(Muhammad 47:2-3)

Abu Moosa« narrated that the Propheti® said,

“The example of the guidance and knowledge with which Alléh
has sent me is like unto a deluge of rain falling on the earth;
some of the soil is fertile and absorbs the water bringing forth
vegetation and grass in abundance. Another tract of it is hard
and holds the rain water, yet AllGh benefits the people with it --
they drink, water their animals, and graze (their flocks).
Another portion of it is barren -- it neither retains water nor
brings forth vegetation. This is the example of the person who
comprehends Allgh's religion, derives advantage (from the
knowledge) that Alldh has sent me with, learns, and then
teaches others. The last example is that of a person who does
not pay it the slightest attention and does not accept the
guidance from Alléh that | have been sent with. (i.e. he is like
that barren land.)”**

% Reported by Bukhaaree (79) and Muslim (2282). (This particular wording was reported by Muslim).
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He 4 says
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“Verily, it is We who have sent down the Thikr (i.e. the Qur'dn)

and surely, We will guard it (from corruption).”
(Al-Hijr 15:9)

Whoever keeps Allah’s commandments by clinging to this magnificent
religion, Allah will keep and preserve him in this world and the hereafter, in
proportion to his keeping and preservation of the religion of Allah and his
adherence to it.

The Prophets said to "Abdullah ibn "Abbas.,

“Boy, | shall teach you some words: Keep Alldh’s commandments and He
shall have you in His keeping. Keep Alldh’s commandments and you shall
find Him before you.”*

Whilst the Propheti was mounted on a journey he dozed off three times
and nearly fell off (his mount) on the third. Every time, it was Abu
Qataadahs: that held him up. The Propheti# said to him, “May Alléh have
you in His keeping for having had His Prophet in your keeping.”*’

**(Safeguarding the Prophet of Allah# is part of safeguarding the religion
of Allah.)

% Reported by Tirmithee (2516) and others; this hadith is authentic on the strength of its corroborative
narrations.
¥ Reported by Muslim.
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Allah

4 says,
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“If they submit themselves (to Alléh in Islém), they will then be

rightly guided.”
(Aal-"Imraan 3:20)
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“And whomsoever Alldh wills to guide, He opens his breast to

Islam.”
(Al-An‘aam 6:125)
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"Abbaas ibn "Abdil-Muttalib:& heard the Prophetiz say,

“Whoever is pleased with AllGh as his Lord, Isldm as his religion, and with
Muhammad as his messenger shall savour the flavour of faith.>®”

**To be ‘pleased’ here means that one is content and satisfied and does not
seek to add to it.

It is reported in “Bukhaaree” and “Muslim”, on the authority of Anas:, that

% Reported by Muslim (34).
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the Prophet# said:

“Whoever possesses three qualities shall savour the sweetness
of faith: he to whom Allah and His Messenger are dearer than
all else, he who loves a man for the sake of Alladh alone, and he
who has as great an abhorrence of returning to disbelief after
AllGh has rescued him from it as he has of being cast into Hell.”
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“Whoever works righteousness, be he male or female,
and is a true believer, verily, to him We will give a
good life (in this world with respect, contentment and
lawful provision), and We shall indeed pay them a
reward in proportion to the best of what they used to

do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter).”
(An-Nahl 16:97)

He shall be far removed from deviation and misery.
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“Then whoever follows My gu:dance shall neither go astray, nor

fall into misery.”
(Taha 20:123)

44 |



[slam, the Greatest of Blessings, and its Opposite, the Greatest
Loss

Ibn "Abbaas: explained, “He shall neither go astray in this world nor fall
into misery in the hereafter.”

He shall be far removed from fear regarding that which he shall confront in
the hereafter.

Allahss
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“Whoever follows My guidance, there shall be no fear on them,

nor shall they grieve.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:38)
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“Whosoever believes and does righteous good deeds, upon such

shall come no fear, nor shall they grieve.”
(Al-An*aam 6:48)
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Muslim reported (1054), on the authority of "Abdullah ibn "Amr:, that the
Messenger of Allah# said,

“Successful is he who accepts Isldm, is provided with that which is sufficient
for his wants, and is content with what Allgh gives him.”
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Tirmithee reported, with an authentic chain of narration, on the authority
of Fadhaalah ibn ‘Ubayd., that he heard the Propheti say, “Toobaa™
whoever is guided to Islam, is provided with that which is sufficient for his
wants, and is content.”
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“Is he whose breast Alldh has opened to Isldm, so that
he is upon light from his Lord (as he who is non-
Muslim)? So, woe to those whose hearts are hardened
against remembrance of Alldh; they are in manifest

error.”
(Az-Zumar 39:22)
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“O You who believe [in Miisa (Moses) (i.e. Jews) and
‘lesa (Jesus) (i.e. Christians)] fear Alléh, and believe
too in His Messenger (Muhammad); (if you do) He

* |bn Al-Atheer, in “An-Nihaayah”, explained Toobaa saying, “It is one of the names of Paradise; some
also hold that it is the name of a tree therein.” End of quote. Al-Munaawee, in “Faydh Al-Qadeer”, in his
explanation of the hadith of ‘Toobaa to Sham,” said, “It means that ease and a good life are to be had in
Sham.” End of quote. It has also been narrated, on the authority of "Utbah ibn “~Abd-As-Sulma 4, that the
Propheti said, “In it (i.e. Paradise) there is a tree named Toobaa.” Reported by Ahmad (29/ 191). There
is no inconsistency or contradiction between these different meanings, for whoever submits to Allah both
outwardly and inwardly shall lead a good life. When he dies he shall be of the denizens of Paradise and be
granted of its bliss, its trees being a part thereof.
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shall give you a double portion of His Mercy, give you
light by which you shall walk (straight), and forgive
you; and Alldh is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
(Al-Hadeed 57:28)
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“... and he for whom Alldh has not appointed light, for him there

is no light.”
(An-Nur 24:40)
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Ibn “"Umar: narrated that the Messenger of Allahsz said:

“I have been ordered (by Alldh) to fight the people until they
testify that nothing has the right to be worshipped but Allgh
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Alléh, and offer the
prayers perfectly and give the zakdt. If they perform that, they
have protected their lives and property from me - except for
(any infringement of) Isldmic laws - their reckoning (accounts)
will then be done by Allgh.”*°

Abu Hureirah« narrated that the Messenger of Allah#2 said,

“I have been ordered (by AllGh) to fight the people until they
testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Alléh and

“2 Reported by Bukhaaree (25) and Muslim (22).
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believe in me and in that which | bring. If they do so, they will
have protected their lives and property from me - except for
(any infringement of) Isldmic laws - then their reckoning
(accounts) will be done by Allégh.”**
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The Prophets ordered Bilal4 to announce,

“None shall enter Paradise but a Believer.”*

Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudhree«: narrated that the Messenger of Allah# said:

“Abu Sa’'eed, whoever is pleased with AllGh as his Lord, Isldm
as his religion and Muhammad as his Prophet will enter
Paradise.” Abu Sa'eed marveled and said, “Messenger of
Alléh, repeat it to me!” The Messenger of Allah# did so and
then said, “There is another deed which elevates the position of
a man in Paradise by one hundred grades, the distance
between each grade being equal to the expanse between
heaven and earth.” Abu Sa'eed<: asked, “What is that deed?”

1 Reported by Bukhaaree (2946) and Muslim (21); (this particular wording was narrated by Muslim. It has
also been reported by him on the authority of Jaabir +.)
“2 Reported by Bukhaaree (3062) and Muslim (111) on the authority of Abu Hureirah.
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He replied, “Jihad in the way of Alléh, jihad in the way of
Allgh.”*
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Allah ¥ says,
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, will
never have it accepted of him, and in the hereafter he

will be of the losers.”
(Aal-'Imraan 3:85)
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“To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth
and those who disbelieve in the signs of Allah, it is

they who will be the losers.”
(Az-Zumar 39:63)

{ L)’J"“'J‘\U"Z;) &5 ol FE E8E 50 S e u’«\“dd«‘iﬂ‘ i 5 }
“And indeed it has been revealed to you (O
Muhammad), as it was to those (AllGh's Messengers)
before you: ‘If you join others in worship with Alldh,
then surely (all) of your deeds will be invalidated, and

you will certainly be among the losers."
(Az-Zumar 39:65)

“3 Reported by Muslim (1884).
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“Do they seek other than the religion of Allah
(worshipping none but Alldh alone), while to Him
submit all creatures in the heavens and the earth,
willingly or unwillingly and to Him shall they all be

returned?”
(Aal-'Imraan 3:83)

Ibn Katheer commented:

“Allah rebukes those who prefer a religion other than the
religion that He sent in His Books and with His Messengers, i.e.
the worship of Alléh alone without partners, to Whom “submit
all creatures in the heavens and the earth, willingly, or
unwillingly.”
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“and those who believe in falsehood (all false deities

other than Alléh), and disbelieve in Alldh and (in His

sole right to worship), it is they who are the losers.”
(Al-"Ankabut 29:52)
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“Those who disbelieve (in Alldh’s sole right to worship
and in the message of Prophet Muhammad) and
hinder (men) from the path of Alléh, He will render

their deeds vain.”
(Muhammad 47:1)

4 goes on to say,
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“That is because those who disbelieve follow falsehood...”
(Muhammad 47:3)

Allah¥s also describes the people of the Book (Christians and Jews) as,
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“those who acknowledge not the Religion of Truth (i.e. Islam)...”
(At-Tawbah 9:29)
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Likewise, any Muslim that renounces Islam
and embraces another religion, or no religion
at all (otherwise known as secularism) or
commits that which invalidates his Islam,
becomes a disbelieving, deviant, apostate,
loser, whose deeds are invalidated. He may
repent, but if he does not (the Islamic ruling is
that) he should be killed in that state (of
disbelief). He will then be of the denizens of
the hell-fire. May Allah grant us refuge from

that
Allah 4 says,
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“...and whosoever of you turns back from his religion
and dies as a disbeliever, then his deeds will be lost in
this life and in the hereafter, and they will be the

dwellers of the fire; they will abide therein forever.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:217)
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“...and whosoever disbelieves in Alldh’s sole right of
worship and in the other Articles of faith [i.e. Allah's
angels, Books, Messengers, the Day of Resurrection

and Divine Pre-ordainment], then fruitless are his
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works, and in the hereafter he will be among the

losers.”
(Al-Maa’idah 5:5)
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“...and whosoever exchanges faith for disbelief has indeed

strayed from the right way.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:108)

Ibn “Abbaas« narrated from the Messenger of Allah#s that he said,

“Whomsoever changes his religion, kill him.”*

Abu Burdah narrated that Muaath ibn Jabal arrived in Yemen to find Abu
Moosa«: with another man. He asked, “Who is this?” Abu Moosa:
answered, “A Jew that embraced Islém then returned back to Judaism. We
have been trying to bring him back to Islém for (I think, he said two
months).” Mu'aath said, “By Alldh, | shall not dismount until he is
beheaded.” The man was beheaded. Mu'aath then said, “Alldh and His
Messenger## have pronounced their judgement, ‘whoever turns back from
his religion, kill him’ or ‘Whoever changes his religion, kill him.”*

Ibn Mas ood:4 narrated that the Messenger of Allah: said,

“The blood of a Muslim who testifies that nothing has the right
to be worshipped but Allah and that | am His Messenger, is not
to be shed except in three cases: a (currently or previously)
married adulterer, a life for a life, and the one who renounces
his religion (Islém) and leaves the Muslims.”*°

* Reported by Bukhaaree (3017).

** Reported by Ahmad (36/ 343 - 344); it has a chain of narration that despite meeting conditions for
authenticity stops short of the Prophet. It has, however, also been reported by Bukhaaree (6923) and
Muslim (1733) with a complete chain of narration.

“® Reported by Bukhaaree (6878) and Muslim (1676); (this particular wording was narrated by Muslim).
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Allah has informed about the losers and their end. He says,
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“So worship what you like besides Him. Say (O
Muhammad): ‘The losers are those who will lose
themselves and their families on the Day of
Resurrection; indeed, that will be the manifest loss.

“They shall have coverings of fire above them and
coverings (of fire) beneath them; with this does Allgh

frighten his slaves: ‘Fear Me, therefore, O my slaves.”
(Az-Zumar 39:15-16)

Finally, | ask Allah to grant us and all the Muslims refuge from tribulations,
be they apparent or hidden, and to keep us firm with the word that stands
firm in this world (i.e. to keep on worshipping Allah alone and nothing else),
and in the hereafter, and that He take our souls while we are upon Islam
and the Sunna.

Written as a reminder to himself and his Muslim brothers by Jameel ibn
"Abduh ibn Qaayid As-Silwee at

Daar Al-Hadeeth, Dammaaj

7th Jumaada Al-Oola, 1430
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	Allâh   says:
	ﭽ ﭮ   ﭯ  ﭰ  ﭱ  ﭲ  ﭳ  ﭴ  ﭵ  ﭶ  ﭷ   ﭸ  ﭹﭺ  ﭻ  ﭼ  ﭽ  ﭾ  ﭿ  ﮀ  ﮁ  ﮂ  ﭼ
	Abu Sa`eed Al-Khudree narrated that Mu`aawiyah came upon a group in the mosque.  He said, “What makes you sit here?” They said, “We sit and mention Allâh.” He said, “I adjure you by Allâh, is this the only reason you have for sitting here?”  “By All...

	Allâh said to the seal of the prophets and the leader of mankind,
	It has been narrated in the hadith of Al-Haarith Al-Ash`aree that the Prophet said, “Whoever calls to the way of pre-Islamic ignorance, will be from the coals (fuel) of hell.” A man said, “O Messenger of Allâh, even if he performs salât and fasts?” ...
	Abu Hureirah narrated that the Prophet said, “The prophets are children - and in another narration - brothers from fellow-wives; they have different mothers but their religion is one.”P2F P
	Ibn `Abbaas explained “law and clear way” to mean “path and tradition or example of the Prophet.” However, the law given unto our Prophet Muhammad abrogates all the previous laws. It is obligatory to follow it, and it is impermissible to follow the ...
	Jaabir reported that the Prophet said:
	“I have been given five things which were not given to any of the Prophets before me...” He then mentioned, “…Every Prophet was sent exclusively to his nation, but I have been sent to the whole of mankind.”P4F P
	Indeed, Allâh took a pledge from all of the prophets – peace & blessings be upon them- from Adam to `Eesaa (Jesus) that should the Messenger of Allâh  come to them they would believe in and succour him
	Allâh  says,
	ﭽ ﮛ  ﮜ  ﮝ  ﮞ  ﮟ  ﮠ    ﮡ  ﮢ  ﮣ   ﮤ  ﮥ  ﮦ  ﮧ  ﮨ  ﮩ  ﮪ  ﮫ     ﮬ  ﮭﮮ  ﮯ  ﮰ  ﮱ  ﯓ  ﯔ  ﯕﯖ   ﯗ  ﯘﯙ  ﯚ  ﯛ  ﯜ  ﯝ  ﯞ  ﯟ  ﭼ

	When `Eesaa (Jesus)  descends before the hour he will rule according to the Law of Muhammad
	Bukhaaree and Muslim reported, on the authority of Abu Hureirah, that the Messenger of Allâh said,
	“By He whose hand my soul is in, `Eesaa ibn Maryam (Jesus son of Mary) is about to descend amongst you as a just ruler. He shall break the cross…”
	**(An-Nawawee commented in his exposition of Muslim:
	“Ruler” means that he will descend, not with his own message and abrogating laws, rather, he shall rule according to this sharia and be one of the rulers of this ummah (the Muslims).”
	Al-Haafith, in “Fat-hul Baaree”, made a similar explanation.)
	The hadith of Abu Hureirah is further proof; he said that the Messenger of Allâh said,
	“How will you be when the son of Maryam (Mary) (i.e. `Eesaa (Jesus)) descends amongst you and judges by the Law of the Qur’an (and not by the law of the Gospel).” P5F
	It has been narrated in Muslim (156): On the authority of Jaabir, that he heard the Prophet say,
	“`Eesaa ibn Maryam (Jesus son of Mary) will descend (upon the Muslims) and their emir will say, ‘Come and lead us in salât,’ but `Eesaa will reply, ‘No, you are to lead yourselves,’ as an honour from Allâh to this ummah (the Muslims).”
	At-Tabaraanee reported, in “Al-Awsat", on the authority of `Abdullah ibn Mughaffal, that the Messenger of Allâh said,
	“Then `Eesaa ibn Maryam (Jesus son of Mary) will descend, confirming Muhammad and following his religion, a rightly guided leader and a just ruler who will kill the Dajjaal (Antichrist).”
	This chain of narration is hasan.
	The Qur’aan that was sent down upon Muhammad was sent down with truth, corroborates the scripture that preceded it, and is a trustworthy authority over it, as stated by Allâh,
	ﭽ ﭿ  ﮀ     ﮁ   ﮂ  ﮃ  ﮄ  ﮅ  ﮆ  ﮇ  ﮈ  ﮉ   ﮊﮋ  ﭼ
	Islâm means submission to Allâh by singling Him out for worship, yielding to Him in obedience, and disassociating oneself from polytheism and its adherents
	He also asked him about eemaan (faith) and he answered:
	“It is that you believe in Allâh, His angels, His Books, His Messengers, the Last Day and believe in the (divine) pre-decree, be it good or bad.”
	He asked him about ihsaan (excellency of worship), to which he answered:
	“It is that you worship Allâh as though you see Him and if you do not see Him, then He certainly sees you.”
	The Prophet said in a hadith narrated by Ibn `Umar:
	“Islâm is built upon five (pillars): Testimony that nothing has the right to be worshipped but Allâh and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allâh, establishing the salât, giving zakât, performing Hajj, and the fast of Ramadhân.P7F P”
	It is incumbent upon every Muslim to have the same understanding of Islâm as the Companions (of Muhammad) did
	They remained unblemished (in their religion), as stated by the Prophet, “This Ummah of yours (the Muslims) has had its well-being granted to it in its early days; its latter days shall be smitten with trials and affairs which you shall denounce.P8F ...
	It has been narrated on the authority of `Abdullah ibn Mas`ood that he said,
	So it is in no way a proof for those who condone innovation.  All innovations are deviations as stated by the Prophet, “Every innovation is a deviation.”
	Allâh praises the Companions profusely both in the Qur’aan and on the tongue of His Prophet.
	Allâh made them a general promise of ‘the best reward’.  The best reward is nothing but Jannah (Paradise).
	Allâh says,
	ﭽ ﭑ  ﭒ  ﭓ  ﭔ  ﭕ  ﭖ   ﭗ  ﭘ  ﭙ  ﭚ  ﭛ  ﭜ  ﭝ  ﭞ    ﭟ  ﭠ  ﭡ  ﭢ  ﭣ          ﭤ  ﭥ  ﭦﭧ   ﭨ  ﭩ  ﭪ  ﭼ
	Allâh informs us that He is pleased with the aforementioned ‘foremost’ and those that follow them in faith, be they in temporal proximity to them or not.  He has prepared for them gardens (of Paradise).  This shows that they are adherents of the trut...
	Allâh says,
	ﭽ ﯽ  ﯾ  ﯿ  ﰀ  ﰁﭼ
	“What else can there be, after the truth, save error?”
	Allâh says,
	ﭽ ﭑ  ﭒ  ﭓﭔ  ﭕ  ﭖ  ﭗ  ﭘ  ﭙ       ﭚ  ﭛﭜ   ﭝ  ﭞ  ﭟ  ﭠ  ﭡ  ﭢ   ﭣ  ﭤﭥ  ﭦ   ﭧ  ﭨ  ﭩ  ﭪ    ﭫﭬ  ﭭ  ﭮ  ﭯ   ﭰﭱ  ﭲ   ﭳ  ﭴ  ﭵ           ﭶ  ﭷ  ﭸ  ﭹ  ﭺ   ﭻ  ﭼ  ﭽ  ﭾ  ﭿ   ﮀ   ﮁﮂ  ﮃ  ﮄ  ﮅ   ﮆ  ﮇ  ﮈ  ﮉ  ﮊ  ﮋ  ﮌ  ﭼ
	The Companions (of Muhammad) – may Allâh be pleased with them – are a source of security for this Ummah (i.e. the Muslims)
	The Prophet said,
	“The stars are a source of security for the skyP11F P; when the stars disappear, the evil which it has been promised shall befall it.  I am a source of safety and security to my Companions; when I go, the evil which (my Companions) have been promised ...
	(Narrated by Muslim, on the authority of Abu Moosa Al-Ash`aree.)
	Allâh says,
	ﭽ ﭞ  ﭟ  ﭠ  ﭡ  ﭢ  ﭣ  ﭤ      ﭥ  ﭦ  ﭧ   ﭨ  ﭩﭪ  ﭫ  ﭬ   ﭭ  ﭮ  ﭯ  ﭰ  ﭱﭲ  ﭳ  ﭴ    ﭵ  ﭶ  ﭼ
	The Prophet said, “The best of people are my generation, then those that follow them, then those that follow them…P12F P” For this reason Allâh made faith like unto theirs a prerequisite for attaining guidance.
	He says,
	ﭽ ﮃ  ﮄ  ﮅ  ﮆ  ﮇ  ﮈ  ﮉ  ﮊﮋ  ﮌ  ﮍ  ﮎ   ﮏ  ﮐ  ﮑﮒ  ﮓ  ﮔﮕ  ﮖ  ﮗ  ﮘ      ﭼ
	He then mentions that whosoever turns away from their path will be in opposition - that is, in opposition to the truth and its adherents.  He says, in completion of the previous verse,
	“but if they turn away, then they are only in opposition, so Allâh will suffice you against them.  He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.”
	Allâh also says,
	ﭽ ﭮ   ﭯ  ﭰ  ﭱ  ﭲ  ﭳ  ﭴ  ﭵ  ﭶ  ﭷ  ﭸ   ﭹ  ﭺ  ﭻ  ﭼ  ﭽ  ﭾ  ﭿﮀ  ﮁ   ﮂ  ﭼ
	This verse is a dire warning to whoever follows a path other than that of the Companions – may Allâh be pleased with them
	Allâh says,
	ﭽﮚ   ﮛ  ﮜ  ﮝ  ﮞ  ﮟﭼ
	“…follow the path of those who turn to Me in repentance and obedience.”
	The most eminent of those who turn in repentance and obedience, after the Prophets, are the Companions (may Allâh be pleased with them)
	So whoever strictly adheres to the path of the Prophet and his Companions and is upon the likes of what the Messenger of Allâh and his Companions were upon in creed, methodology, worship, and conduct, then, he is from the succoured faction about whi...
	“A faction of my followers will remain obedient to Allâh's orders. They shall remain unharmed by those who forsake or oppose them, till Allâh's order comes upon them while they are still prevailing over the people.”P13F
	He will be from the saved sect regarding which the Prophet said,
	Thus was it narrated on the authority of Mu`aawiyah and others. The meaning of “jamaa`ah” is that they group upon implementation of the Book and Sunna in accordance to the methodology of Allâh and His Messenger. This is made clear in the hadith of ...
	“Whoever is upon what I and my Companions are upon today.”
	This hadith, despite having been narrated by Al-Afreeqee (a weak narrator), is substantiated by other corroborative narrations.  So this sect, by the permission of Allâh, shall be safe in this world, from associating anything with Allah in worship, ...
	Fine indeed is the statement of Imam Malik,
	Islâm dominates and is not dominated
	Allâh says,
	ﭽ ﭡ  ﭢ   ﭣ  ﭤ  ﭥ  ﭦ  ﭧ  ﭨ  ﭩ  ﭪ   ﭫ  ﭬ  ﭭ  ﭮ  ﭼ
	This has also been narrated directly from the Prophet on the authority of several Companions:
	Of the proofs that show us the ascendancy and superiority of Islâm is that whoever adheres to it shall establish ascendancy and superiority.  Allâh says,
	ﭽ ﮫ   ﮬ  ﮭ  ﮮ  ﮯ  ﮰ  ﮱ  ﯓ  ﯔ    ﭼ
	When Moosa (Moses) petitioned his Lord to send his brother, Haaroon (Aaron), with him as a helper and aide in his proselytization of Fir`aun (Pharoah) and his people Allâh said (to him),
	ﭽ ﯰ  ﯱ  ﯲ  ﯳ  ﯴ  ﯵ  ﯶ  ﯷ   ﯸ  ﯹﯺ  ﯻ  ﯼ  ﯽ  ﯾ  ﯿ  ﭼ
	Ibn `Abbaas narrated that a man came to the Messenger of Allâh and said, “Last night I saw in a dream an umbrageousP15F P cloud, dripping butter and honey.  I saw the people gathering the butter and honey in their hands; some in plenty and others in...
	Thawbaan said that the Prophet said:
	‘A group from my Ummah (the Muslims) shall continue to prevail on the truth; they shall remain unharmed by those that forsake them until the decree of Allâh comes and they are in that state.”P19F
	Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu`bah said, “I heard the Messenger of Allâh say,
	‘Some people from my Ummah (the Muslims) will continue to prevail over the people until the decree of Allâh comes upon them in that state.”P20F
	Jaabir narrated that the Prophet said,
	“A group of my Ummah (the Muslims) shall continue to fight for the truth, in ascendancy, until the Day of Resurrection.”P21F
	The monotheistic religion of Islâm is the most beloved religion to Allâh
	As narrated in the hadith of Ibn `Abbaas, who narrated that the Prophet said, “The most beloved of religions to Allâh is the facilitated haneefiyah (Islâmic monotheism).” P22F
	Islâm is the religion of easiness and facilitation
	Allâh describes the Qur’aan by saying,
	ﭽ ﮞ  ﮟ  ﮠ  ﮡ     ﮢﮣ  ﮤ   ﭼ
	Bukhaaree reports in his “Saheeh”, on the authority of Abu Hureirah, that the Prophet said:
	“The religion (of Islâm) is easy but whoever is excessive in the religion (of Islam) shall be overcome. So adopt a middle accurate way (in worship), do your utmost, and receive glad tidings (that you will be rewarded), and gain strength by worshipping...
	Ahmad and others narrate, on the authority of Bureidah ibn Hasseeb Al-Aslamee that the Messenger of Allâh said, “Take the middle way, for verily, whoever is excessive in the religion shall be overcome.” (5/ 350).  He repeated, “Take the middle way” ...
	Al-Haafith explained in “Fat-h Al-Baaree”, in his exposition of the hadith of Abu Hureirah:
	The excessiveness (in worship) condemned by the Prophet is mentioned in the hadith of Anas ibn Maalik who said:
	“Three men came to the houses of the Prophet’s wives asking about his worship. When they were informed about it, they considered (their own worship) insufficient and said, ‘Who are we in comparison to the Prophet? His past and future sins have been...
	Anas narrated that the Messenger of Allâh entered the mosque (and found) a rope tied between two pillars. “What is this?” he asked. They said, “It is for Zainab. She prays and when she slackens or feels tired she holds it.”  The Prophet said, “Unti...
	There is also the hadith narrated by `Aai’shah – may Allah be pleased with her- who said:
	“The Prophet entered upon me while I had a woman in my company.  He said, ‘Who is she?’ I replied, ‘So and so; she does not sleep at night but prays.’ The Prophet said, ‘Work deeds within your capacity; for verily, Allâh does not get tired (of giving...
	In another narration Muslim reported that `Aa’ishah, wife of the Prophet, informed him about Hawlaa’ bint Tuwait ibn Habeeb ibn Asad ibn `Abdil-`Uzzaa.  Hawlaa’ passed by while the Prophet was with her. She said, “This is Hawlaa’ bint Tuwait.  They ...
	There is also the hadith narrated by Abu Hureirah from the Messenger of Allâh who said,
	“If any of you stands at night in prayer and finds that he is unable to recite the Qur’an and knows not what he is saying, let him lie down.”P26F
	Excessiveness and exaggeration may manifest themselves in any one of several ways:
	It is mandatory for the slaves of Allâh to cling to Allâh’s law
	Allâh  has said,
	ﭽ ﮫ  ﮬ   ﮭ   ﮮﮯ  ﮰ  ﮱ  ﯓ  ﯔ   ﯖ  ﯗ    ﯘ  ﯙﯚ   ﯛ  ﯜ  ﭼ
	This is the quintessence of righteousness, the reward of which Allâh does not suffer go to waste.  As He has stated,
	ﭽ ﯺ  ﯻ   ﯼ  ﯽ  ﯾ  ﯿ  ﰀ    ﰁ  ﰂ    ﰃ  ﭼ
	It is mandatory for the slaves of Allâh to hold fast to the religion with intensity of purpose
	Allâh  says,
	ﭽ ﭑ  ﭒ  ﭓ  ﭔﭕ  ﭖ  ﭗ  ﭘ  ﭼ
	Allâh said, regarding Moosa (Moses),
	ﭽ ﭠ   ﭡ  ﭢ  ﭣ  ﭤ  ﭥ  ﭦ  ﭧ  ﭨ  ﭩ    ﭪ  ﭫ  ﭬ  ﭭ  ﭮ  ﭯ  ﭰﭱ  ﭲ   ﭳ   ﭴ  ﭼ
	The Prophet said:
	“Hold fast to my Sunna and the Sunna of the rightly guided Caliphs who shall succeed me. Bite on to it with your molars. And beware of new affairs (in religion), for verily, every innovation is a deviation.”
	It is upon the slaves of Allâh to take upon themselves that which they are capable of performing (in worship)
	as stated in the aforementioned hadith of `Aa’ishah and in the following statement of Allâh,
	ﭽ ﮧ  ﮨ  ﮩ  ﮪ   ﭼ
	It is upon the slaves of Allâh to strive in attaining sincerity for the sake of Allâh and in emulating the Messenger of Allâh in their acts of worship
	This is the middle accurate way that we have been ordered to adopt in the aforementioned hadith of Abu Hureirah.
	It is not, however, permissible to be remiss in implementing the Sharia proofs under the pretext of “easiness” or “facilitation”.  Amongst the proofs regarding Islâm’s facilitation is the aforementioned hadith of `Abdullah ibn `Abbaas.
	There is no religion better than Islâm
	Allâh  says,
	ﭽ ﮐ   ﮑ  ﮒ  ﮓ  ﮔ  ﮕ  ﮖ  ﮗ  ﮘ  ﮙ   ﮚ  ﮛ          ﮜﮝ  ﮞ  ﮟ  ﮠ          ﮡ  ﭼ
	“Allâh negates that any religion should be better than this religion and contests any who would affirm the existence of a religion better than it, for this is an interrogative disapprobation.  It is a prohibitive and condemnatory disapprobation upon a...
	The religion of Islâm is all virtue
	Whoever Allâh wants good for, He will bring Islâm to him.  It has been narrated in hadiths, “Whose Islâm is the best?” and “What sort of deeds (or what qualities) of Islâm are good?”, such as in the hadith of `Abdullah ibn Al-`Aas ibn `Amr wherein a...
	In the hadith of Abu Moosa Al-Ash`aree some people asked the Messenger of Allâh, ‘what is the best in Islâm?’ He replied, ‘He whose hands and tongue the Muslims are safe from.”P29F P
	Abu Hureirah narrated that the Prophet said:
	“Faith consists of sixty odd branches; the uppermost is to state that nothing has the right to be worshipped but Allâh and the lowermost is the removal of anything harmful from the path.”
	(Agreed upon)
	Imam Ahmad reported on the authority of Kurz ibn `Alqamah Al-Khuzaa`ee, that a man asked, “Messenger of Allâh, will Islâm know an end? The Messenger of Allâh replied, “Any house Allâh wants good for, be they Arabs or Non-Arabs, Allâh shall place Isl...
	The religion of Islâm is upright and straight with no crookedness in it
	Allâh  orders His Prophet ,
	ﭽ ﮠ  ﮡ  ﮢ  ﮣ      ﮤ  ﮥ  ﮦ  ﮧ  ﮨ  ﮩ  ﮪ   ﮫﮬ  ﮭ  ﮮ          ﮯ   ﮰ  ﭼ
	`Abdullah ibn Mas`ood reported that the Messenger of Allâh traced a line with his hand then said:
	“This is Allâh’s straight path.”  He then traced lines to the right and left and said, “These are the (other) paths; there is not one of them except there is a shaytaan (devil) on it calling to himself.”  He then recited, “And verily, this (i.e. Allâh...
	In Surah Al-Fatihah Allâh says,
	ﭽ ﭧ   ﭨ  ﭩ  ﭼ
	The straight way is Islâm
	An-Nawwaas ibn Sam`aan Al-Ansaaree narrated that the Messenger of Allâh said:
	“Allâh sets forth a parable of a straight path; on either side of the path there is a wall with unlocked doors covered by drapes.  On the gate of the path there is a caller calling, ‘O people, enter the path and do not halt’. Whenever a person wishes ...
	The religion of Islâm is a religion of guidance and truth
	Allâh  says,
	ﭽ ﭡ  ﭢ   ﭣ  ﭤ  ﭥ  ﭦ  ﭧ  ﭨ  ﭩ  ﭪ   ﭫ  ﭬ  ﭭ  ﭮ  ﭼ
	Abu Moosa narrated that the Prophet said,
	“The example of the guidance and knowledge with which Allâh has sent me is like unto a deluge of rain falling on the earth; some of the soil is fertile and absorbs the water bringing forth vegetation and grass in abundance. Another tract of it is hard...
	Allâh  has guaranteed to preserve the religion of Islâm
	The Prophet said to `Abdullah ibn `Abbas,
	“Boy, I shall teach you some words: Keep Allâh’s commandments and He shall have you in His keeping. Keep Allâh’s commandments and you shall find Him before you.”P35F
	Whilst the Prophet was mounted on a journey he dozed off three times and nearly fell off (his mount) on the third.  Every time, it was Abu Qataadah that held him up.  The Prophet said to him, “May Allâh have you in His keeping for having had His Pr...
	**(Safeguarding the Prophet of Allâh is part of safeguarding the religion of Allâh.)
	Whoever acts according to Islâm is rightly guided
	Allâh  says,
	ﭽﮥ  ﮦ  ﮧ  ﮨﭼ
	Whoever is pleased with the religion of Islâm as Allâh is pleased with it for His slaves shall savour the taste of faith and its sweetness
	It is reported in “Bukhaaree” and “Muslim”, on the authority of Anas, that the Prophet said:
	“Whoever possesses three qualities shall savour the sweetness of faith: he to whom Allâh and His Messenger are dearer than all else, he who loves a man for the sake of Allâh  alone, and he who has as great an abhorrence of returning to disbelief after...
	Whoever implements Islâm shall have a good, happy life
	Allâh  says,
	ﭽ ﮉ  ﮊ  ﮋ  ﮌ  ﮍ   ﮎ  ﮏ  ﮐ  ﮑ  ﮒ  ﮓ  ﮔﮕ  ﮖ   ﮗ  ﮘ  ﮙ  ﮚ  ﮛ  ﭼ
	Ibn `Abbaas explained, “He shall neither go astray in this world nor fall into misery in the hereafter.”
	Allâh says,
	ﭽ ﭚ  ﭛ   ﭜ  ﭝ  ﭞ  ﭟ  ﭠ  ﭡ  ﭢ  ﭼ
	Whoever implements Islâm shall be successful in this world and the next
	Muslim reported (1054), on the authority of `Abdullah ibn `Amr, that the Messenger of Allâh said,
	“Successful is he who accepts Islâm, is provided with that which is sufficient for his wants, and is content with what Allâh gives him.”
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